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FAIR WORK CONVENTION  
MINUTES 

 
DATE: Thursday 11 September 2025 

On-line 
 
Attendees and apologies 
 
Attendees:  

• Patricia Findlay (Chair) 

• Chris Westcott 

• Mary Alexander  

• Peter Hunter 

• Dawn Roberts 

• Roz Foyer 

• Robert Carr 

• Satnam Ner 

• Anna Fowlie 

• Fair Work Convention Secretariat 
 
Guests: Aidan Grisewood (Director for Jobs and the Wellbeing Economy, Scottish 
Government)  
 
Item 1. Welcome, Introductions, Apologies and Housekeeping 
 
Patricia Findlay welcomed members to the Fair Work Convention’s fourth meeting of 
2025.  
 
Patricia welcomed Chris Westcott to his first meeting as Convention Co-Chair.  
Patrica said that Convention members will know he will perform wonderfully in the 
position – and will be chairing the next Convention meeting. 
 
Patricia confirmed that the minutes from the last Convention meeting on 12 June 
2025 were agreed and will be published on the website. 
 
Item 2. Scottish Government Update – Deputy Director/Director for Fair Work     
 
Patricia welcomed back Aidan Grisewood, Director for Jobs and the Wellbeing 
Economy within the Scottish Government.  
 
The new Deputy Director for Fair Work was appointed, Colin MacBean. Colin would 
have liked to come to this meeting but unfortunately he can’t be with us today but we 
are very pleased to have Aidan joining us and we hope to see Colin at a Convention 
meeting in the future. 
 
Patricia then invited Aidan Grisewood to update the Convention. 
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Item 3) Governance – Change of Membership 
 
Patricia said that at the last meeting she had spoken about a number of coming 
changes to the members of Convention.   
 
Patricia then announced the intended resignation of Satnam Ner (Prospect). Patricia 
then thanked Satnam on behalf of the Convention for the wealth of experience he 
has brought to the Convention over the last eight years.  He came to the Convention 
with experience in serving on the Scottish TUC General Council and 19 years on the 
STUC Black Workers’ Committee. Satnam has been an integral part of the 
Convention in many ways but perhaps most highlighted when he Co-Chaired the 
Fair Work Hospitality Inquiry from 2022-2024. Satnam's contribution as a Convention 
member has been invaluable. 
 
Patricia was pleased to announce that three new union members will be joining the 
Convention imminently and in time for our next meeting in November.  Our new 
union members are: Ruby Gibson (PCS), Tony Doonan (USDAW), and Richard 
Hardy (Prospect).   
 
Finally, Patricia updated the Convention that Aileen McLeod, Director of Business 
Planning and Commercial for Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN), 
has resigned from the Convention due to personal reasons. 
 
Item 4) Update from the Secretariat   
 
Helen Martin then updated members on the actions from the last Convention 
meeting. 
 
The Secretariat then updated on each work area.  
 

• Construction Inquiry 

• Hospitality Inquiry 

• Research 

• Statistics Update 

• Self-Assessment Tool 

• Communications 
 
Liaison Meetings Undertaken by Secretariat  

• 9th June - Fair Work Workshop with Prosper and Scottish Enterprise to 
promote the Self-Assessment Tools for employers and workers 

• 24th July - Helen Martin met with Alison Smith (UKG) Department for 
Business and Trade 

• 26th August - Fair Work Partners Group Meeting 

• 28th August - New Public Bodies Group Meeting  

• 5 September - Business Gateway Midlothian Coffee Morning - Fair Work 
Event 
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Item 5) International Fair Work Nations Framework Progress Report 
 
On November 2nd, 2023, the Fair Work Convention published our "Measuring 
Scotland’s Performance as a Leading Fair Work Nation" report.  
 
The Secretariat have reviewed these indicators and have assessed Scotland’s 
progress toward its goal of becoming a leading Fair Work Nation.   
 
Patricia then invited Helen Martin to present the findings from this report.  
 
Item 6) Update of FWC Event in November 
 
Craig Armstrong then updated the Convention on the upcoming in person event 
planned for November.  
 
The event will be on Tuesday 11 November at Edinburgh’s Yotel, which is located on 
Queen Street in Edinburgh’s city centre. It will be an all-day event which will run from 
10am to 4pm.  
 
 
Item 7) Chairs’ and Members’ Updates  
 

• 17th June - FWC Co-Chairs Meeting with DG Economy, Gregor Irwin. 

• 20th June - FWC & Adult Social Care Quarterly Catch Up (Meeting with Andy 
Kerr). 

• 22nd July - Patricia Findlay met with Minister for Social Care and Mental 
Wellbeing, Tom Arthur. 

• 10th September – At the time of reporting Co-Chairs have a scheduled 
meeting with the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Scotland (the 
Secretary of State was supposed to join but this changed after the reshuffle). 

 
Next Meeting  
 
Fair Work Convention Meeting –20th November 2025 10:30 – 13:00  
Hybrid- STUC building 
 


